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HALTS', /ORTH  URBAPT  DISTRICT  C QUITO  I L 

ABBUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OPPIGER  OP  HEALTH 

POR  THE  YEAR  1950, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 
of  the  Halesworth  Urban  District* 

Mr* Chairman,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1950. 

As  you  will  be  aware,  I have  been  Acting  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  since  your  previous  Medical  Officer, 

Dr, John  Sleigh,  resigned  on  30th  September,  1950,  My  other 
duties  have  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  confine  my  attention  to 
emergencies  and  I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  for  the 
help  I have  received  from  your  other  Officers,  Hr. Plowright, 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  in  particular  halving 
given  me  much  valuable  assistance. 

The  report  is  perforce  limited  to  statistics  and 
examination  of  the  figures  confirms  that  the  district  he<a 
enjoyed  a healthy  yean.  It  has  been  stated  that  a reliablo 
assessment  of  the  health  of  a community  may  be  gained  by  the 
infantile  mortality  figure  and  it  will  be  noted  that  there  were 
no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  in  your  area.  This, 
coupled  with  no  maternal  deaths,  is  a matter  of  gratification. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S' . T • G • GRAY . 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OPPICERS 


ACTING  IBID  I CAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH. 


S . T .G .GRAY,  M.B.  Ch.B.,  B.P.H, 
SURVEYOR  RIE>  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


A .¥ . PLOWRI GH T , M . S . I . A . , 


O.R.San.I. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area 1107  acres. 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of 

population  (June  1950} 2171. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (approx).... 890. 

Rateable  Value £12,275. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate £48. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births. 

(Illegitimate  Births) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Rate  per  1,000  population 
(England  and  Wales ) 

C omparab i 1 i ty  factor. 


Stillbirths  (Legitimate) 

(Illegitimate ) 

Rato  per  1,000  live  births. 
Rate  per  1,000  population. 
Rp.te  per  1,000  population 
(England  and  Wales  ) 

Hate  rnal  Mor tali  ty . Ill, 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year. 


Males , 

Females. 

Total, 

8 

21 

29 

- 

Nil. 

13.4 

» 

15.8 

as 

1.09 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Nil. 

68.9 

.92 

- 

.37 

Male  s . 

Females , 

Tote-1 

Nil. 

This  give  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  Nil  per  1,000  live  births. 
(England  and  Wales  *29,8) 


Deaths , 


Males . Females.  Total. 


11  16 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  « 12.4. 

(England  and  Wales  w 11.6) 

Comparability  factor  a 0.84 
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Causes  of  Deaths, 


Hales.  Females . 


Malignant  Neoplasm, Breast. 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms.  2 
Diabetes.  1 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system.  1 
Coronary  Disease,  angina.  2 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease.  ~ 
Other  Heart  Disease.  4 
Bronchitis.  1 


Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 


1 

1 

2 


1 

10 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  casos  of  infectious  diseases  wore  notified 
during  tho  years- 


lie  as  1 vj  s 54. 

Scarlet  Fever  4. 


Notification  of  infectious  disoaso  was  satisfactory* 


TUBERCULOSIS . 

Two  cases  wore  notified  and  one  removed  from  the  register, 
leaving  on  December  31st  6 malos  and  2 females  sufferers. 

In  addition  2 cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified. 


Number  of  casco  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  31st  December 
(1949  figures  shown  in  brackets)  (1950. 


Hales . Romaics . Total. 

Pulmonary  6 (6)  2 (l)  8 (7) 

Non  —Pu  lmo  nary 5 (3)  1 (l)  6 (4  ) 


Total 11  (9)  3 (2)  14  (ll) 


DIPHTHERIA  B.3.IUNISATI0N. 

Tho  County  Medical  Officer  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  informations— 


Pre-school  population  (0  - 4)  174 

School  population  (5  -14)  325 

No.  of  pre-school  children  immunised  135 

Total  No.  of  children  445 

% pre-school  children  immunised  77*5 

% all  children  immunised  89.2 

"Booster”  treatment  1950  28. 


HOUSING. 

Two  houses  were  completed  by  the  local  Authority,  whilst 
a further  16  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition  3 licences  were  issued  for  private  enterprise. 
Two  houses  were  completed  whilst  the  third  was  still  under 
construction  on  31st  December  1950, 

N4.TIOix.kL  ^SoIST.A'CE  T , 1948. 

It  was  net  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Section 
47  of  this  Act. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1957, 


Part  1 of  tho  Act. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors), 


Premises . 


Number  Inspections,  Number  Occu  piers 
on  of  prosecuted . 

register.  written 

notices. 


(i  ) Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4,5, 
p.nd  6 arc  to  be  7 

enforced  by  Local 
authorities, 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority, 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7 is  enforced 
by  tho  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 
premises)  13 


32  0 0 


0 


0 


TOTAL.  20  77  0 0 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  - Nil. 

Part  viii  of  the  Act  - outwork  - No  outworkers  were  registered. 


FOOD. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods.  No  slaughterhouses  are  in  use  in  the  Halosworth 
District,  the  moat  being  consigned  hero  from  Beoclos  and  distributed 
to  tho  local  shops  from  a centre  in  the  town. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  report  very  little  is  found  to  be  unwholesome. 
Regular  inspections  of  all  types  of  shops,  restaurants  etc,  have  been 
made  and  in  some  cases  minor  defects  have  been  put  in  order. 

Food  Poisoning.  2 cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  one  house  in 
the  district.  One  patient  was  removed  to  Hospital,  The  remainder  of 
tho  household  were  kept  under  observation  and  specimens  taken  and  sent 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  After  a considerable- 
time  tho  family  declared  free  from  infeotion.  The  outbreak  was 
confined  to  the  one  household  and  no  further  cases  wore  reported. 


KILE. 

There  arc  6 Farmers  producing  milk  within  the  Urban  District  and  the 
milk  is  sent  to  the  United  Dairies  Milk  Factory. 

Three  firms  of  retailers  supply  milk  to  consumers,  two  supplying 
pasteurised  only  and  the  third  both  T.T.  and  pasteurised. 


5 


I 


WATER  SUPPLY 


(i)  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

(ii)  Analysis  of  the  supply  has  been  carried  out  and  a copy  of 

the  certificate  issued  on  22nd  September,  1950  by  Dr,  E.C.Wood 
of  Messrs.  Lincolno  Sutton  & Wood,  Public  Analysts  of  Norwich, 
is  given  below. 

Certificate  of  Analysis  of  Water, 

Samplo  received  from  Halesworth  U.D.C.  per  Inspector  A.W. 
Plowright.  Marked  Public  Supply  tak^-n  from  tap  at  “Kings  -Arms’* 
Hotel,  Halesworth,  6.9.50, 


Appearance  when  received:  Clear, 


Colour  Nil, 

Reaction:  Alka-line. 

ph. 7.3. 

Odour:  Nil. 

Taste:  Nil. 

Results  of  Chemic 

al  Analy 

sis  in  Parts  Per  Million. 

Aramoniacal  nitrogens 

trace. 

Hardness  as  CaC03, 

Albuminoid  nitrogen: 

0.03 

Total s 

.328 

Nitrate  nitrogen: 

nil. 

Carbonate (temporary ) 

,216 

Nitrite  nitrogen: 

nil. 

Non -carbonate (permanent ) 

112 

Chlorine  as  Chloride 

s ; 98. 0. 

alkalinity  as  CaC03. 

273 

Oxygen  absorbed (4hr .27°  C)0. 

16  3?rce  carbon  dioxide. 

11 

Total  solids (at  180°  C) 

585 

Metals  in  solution 

none 

Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  colonies  developing  per  ml, in  48  hours  at  37°  C, 
Presumptive  coliform  organ i sms -probable  number  per  100  ml. 
B.Coli,  Absent, 


none. 

none. 


Opini on. 

This  water  is  of  very  good  organic  quality  and  free  from  any 
sign  of  pollution.  Its  bacteriological  condition  also  is 
excellent.  It  is  moderately  hard  and  its  reaction  is  just  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality,  so  that  it  is  unlikely  to 
exert  any  solvent  action  on  metals.  It  does  not  contain  any 
metals  in  solution  and  is  bright  and  colourless  in  appearance. 

This  water  is  very  suit  cable  for  drinking  and  general  purposes. 

Eric.  C.Wood. 

(iii)  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  have  plumbous olvent  action. 

(iv)  No  action  was  taken  in  rospoct  of  any  form  of  contamination. 

(v)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  Number  of  population 

supplied  from  public  water  mains  supplied  from  public  water  mains 
direct  to  the  by  means  of  direct  to  the  by  means  of 
houses.  stand  pipes.  houses.  stand  pipes. 

820.  87.  1920.  105. 
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